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through either the normal or the polytechnic school, and was
deprived of the decisive support given by those institutions to
their former students. Moreover, the discoveries he had been
publishing for the past fifteen years were not "exactly" in the
realm of physical chemistry, certain captious professors asserted.
. . . His candidature was rejected.
We are beaten [one of his partisans, Professor Friedel, wrote
to him] and I should be left with nothing but regret for having
encouraged you in such an unsuccessful candidature if the
discussion had not been much more favourable than the vote.
But in spite of the efforts of Lippmann, Bouty, Pellat and
myself, in spite of the eulogies your work elicited even from your
opponents, what can be done against a normal-school man
and against the prejudices of mathematicians?
The fact that "the discussion had been favourable" to Pierre
was a purely platonic compensation. No post of interest was
vacant for months, and the Curies, absorbed by their great work
on radium, preferred to muddle along rather than waste their
time further in antechambers. They made the best of a bad job
and did not complain. Five hundred francs, after all, was not
abject poverty. Life could be managed . . . badly.
Marie to Joseph Sklodovskiy March iQth, 1899:
We have to be very careful and my husband's salary is not
quite enough for us to live on, but up to now we have had some
unexpected extra resources every year, which keep us from
having a deficit.
I hope, in any case, that my husband and I may soon find
steady work. Then we could not only make both ends meet but
also save something to ensure the foture of our child. I only
want to pass my doctor's examination before looking for
work. At the moment we have so much work with our new
metals that I cannot prepare for my doctorate. It is based on
this work, it is true, but it requires extra study which I cannot
take up at the moment.